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THE MAKEOVER ISSUE

THE $250 DESIGNER CHALLENGE

WHAT CAN THREE INTERIORS PROS DO WITH SUCH A LIMITED BUDGET? |ff BY CHRISTIE MATHESON

PROJECT: PLAYROOM, WELLESLEY

DESIGN PRO: PAIGE POLK, PAIGE POLK INTERIORS, BOSTON

>“YOU KENOW YOU'RE in trouble when
your 1-year-cld screams every time you
leave her alone in a room surrounded by toys,”
says Lorin Seidman, a publicist who lives in
Wellesley with her husband and two children.
Their playroom was ajumble- somuch sotharit
wasn't any fun. Interior designer Paige Polk’s
first move was to divide it into two zones for the
kids, moving the play table and chairs away from
the wall and centering the set on acolorful new
rug. “That created a perfect room divider,” ex-
plains Folk. Freeing up wall space allowed Polk
toinclude an easel for Seidman’s 3-year-oldson,
Asher, which has been a huge hit. On the oppo-
site side of the room, Polk ereared a “cooking

nook™ for 1-year-old daughter Romy.

Once the room was rearranged, Polk added
inexpensive accessories: curtains for the win-
dows (“I didn't want them to make the room
feel heavy, so they're the same light coloras the
walls, and they're short™), 2 small bookshelf,
and acheerfully mod lamp. For the walls, Polk
blew up photographs of both children and mat-
ted and framed them. The Seidman kids enjoy
the portraits and the space, and 5o does their
mom. “I love it so much that Thaven't left the
playroom all night,” she admitted one evening
after the transformation. “My kids have been
asleep for the past two hours, so I've been in
there by myself.”
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PROJECT: DOUBLE PARLOR, MELROSE
THE PRO: TESS JENKINS, RUBY SHOES REDESIGN, ALLSTON

ADOUBLEPARLORina102-year-
old Victorian certainly sounds el-
egant - but in reality its awkvward floor
plan can make family-friendly decorar-
ing difficult. Kim and Dave LaFontana
and thelr two voung girls, sand 3, were
using the rear parlor in their Melrose
home as a gathering spot for movies,
dance performances, and games, and
the front one for reading and piano
practice. But thelayout wasn’t working
-a sectional couch blocked most of the
archway between the rooms, Kim felt
the TVwas “toofront and center,"and 2
pretry window was hidden behind toys
and furniture. The decor wasn't ¢lick-
ing, either. “In our other renovations,
I've gone for aclean, classic look with
modern amenities,” savs Kim, a health
care executive. In the Victorian, how-
ever, she wanted 10 be true to the old
house and have rooms that locked like
“they could be original from 1909, only
berter.”
Fixing the flow came first for inte-
rior redecorator Tess Jenkins, who re-
moved the chaise section of the sofa

and then moved the sofa into the front -

parlor, by the windows. In the rear par-
lor, she moved the “front and center™
TVtoacorner.

Next, Jenkins focuzed on colors and
accessories. She found curtains for the
front room - long ones, to add height -
and removed the rugs, which were too
darkand busyfor the look the LaFonta-
naswanted. New shades updated lamps
the family already owned, and bright
pillows lightened the darker rear room,
where Jenking also painted the fire-
place bricks pale gold. She created new
displays of family photographs, group-
ing like frames withlike frames,

“1 can't believe how transformed it

is,” Kim says, “especially considering

we used all of our existing furniture.”

PROJECT: MULTIUSE NOOK, SOUTH END
THE PRO: HEIDI SOLOMON, POSH,
BROOKLINE

EMILY NELSON AND her husband, Scott, live with

their two voung sons - and havea babyon the way - in
a South End condo they've owned since before theywere
married. At less than 1,000 square fieet, the space is tighr,
so rooms have to do double and triple service. But the of-
fice, which aleo serves as a toy room, kids' reading retreat,
and arts-and-crafts destination, had gotten so cluttered
that they didn't enjoy using it anymore.

That's where professional organizer Heldi Solomon
came in. She directed Emily, an investment manager, 1o
sortthrough photos and her bays’ artwork - tasks thar she
had been putting off because she was unsure where she'd
put everything when she was done. Filing boxes relieved
the strain on drawers, and Solomon moved infrequently
accessed papers and photos away from prime real estate,
They designated places
for mail, stationery, and
everything else that was
cluttering surfaces,

As for the boys’ gear,
Solomon separated their
books by genre (board
= books, sticker books, and
so on) and put them into
magazine files without
front dividers, sothe kids,
who are 3 and 4, didn’t
neéed to pull everything off
the shelf to find what they
were looking for. They put
craft supplies into plastic bins instead of zip-lock bags.
“They're easy for kids touse and for adules to clean up,”
Solomon says. To deal with new artwork, Emily and Solo-
mon hung two magnetic boards, one for each bov to dis-
play his favorites. “Iftheyknow there's a specific place for
hanging artwork,” Solomon says, “theywon't expect Emily
o cover every blank wall with it.”

Now that everyone in the family knows éxactly where
everything is (and where everything is supposed to go),
Solomon says, “it’s changed from a space that's stressful
toone they canall enjoy.”"m




